
EDITOR’S COMMENT

Dear ReN members,

This newsletter has been put together amidst the buzz of September, as 
schools reopen for many of us, kids are heading back to the classroom and 
many who teach or lecture return to work at universities. Planning for several 
key conferences are underway, including the 2011 Pan-African Reading for All 
conference to take place in Botswana, and the next eLearning Africa conference 
taking place in Tanzania. International Literacy Day has just wrapped up, 
September 8th, with events celebrated around the world.  At the same time, the 
occasion is a sobering reminder of the ongoing challenges for many to access 
literacy and pursue learning. 

Our network continued to grow over the past few months, and we now have 42 
countries represented by our membership. Do take some time to browse the 
member profiles on the Who We Are/Member List page of the website, which 
list members’ contact information, universities, countries, and research interests. 
This is an excellent way to identify research synergies, make connections, and 
open new collaborations.

Another resource on the website is our links page. Don’t forget that we have a 
large collection of active links, with resources in the following categories:

• Adult Education [new!]
• Applied Linguistics
• E-Learning Resources and ICTs 
• Policy Education and Literacy 
• Free On-Line Libraries and Book Sites 
• Gender, Language and Literacy 
• African Languages: History and Culture 
• Language Policy 
• Library Networks 
• Literacy in Africa 
• Teacher Training and Teacher Resources 
• Research in Education in Africa 
• Regional and Country-Specific Sites

 
If you would like to link to our website, or if you can suggest additional websites 
or resources we should include on this page, please be in contact with me. 

Our thanks for your many great submissions to this eighth issue of the 
newsletter, now in its third year. We welcome your 
feedback and hope that you enjoy this issue, share it 
with others, and help to further expand this network. 

Best wishes,

Lauryn Oates,  

Editor

Applied Linguistics and Literacy in 
Africa and the Diaspora

An AILA Research 
Network 
www.aila.info

EDITORIAL BOARD
EDITOR AND WEBMASTER: 
Lauryn Oates, (University of British Columbia) 
lauryn.oates@gmail.com

EAST AFRICA COORDINATORS: 
Jacinta Ndambuki, (University of the 
Witwatersrand) 
njacintah@yahoo.com 

Juliet Tembe, (Islamic University in Uganda/
University of British Columbia) 
tembehirome02@gmail.com 

Willy Ngaka (University of KwaZulu-Natal) 
wngaka@yahoo.co.uk

WEST AFRICA COORDINATORS: 
Dipo Salami, (Obafemi Awolowo University) 
diposalami@yahoo.com 

Kate Adoo-Adeku (University of Ghana)

FRANCOPHONE COORDINATOR:
JeDene Reeder (SIL International/Simon Fraser 
University) 
jedene_reeder@sil.org

SOUTHERN AFRICA COORDINATORS: 
Gregory Kamwendo, (University of Botswana) 
kamwendog@mopipi.ub.bw 

Violet Lunga, (University of Botswana) 
sibongile59@yahoo.co.uk 

ADVISOR: 
Bonny Norton (University of British Columbia) 
bonny.norton@ubc.ca

October 2010 • Issue 2, Volume 4 • www.renafrica.org

Funding from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada is gratefully acknowledged



2
2

Applied Linguistics and Literacy in Africa and the Diaspora: 
www.renafrica.org

News and Announcements From  
ReN Members

Call for Articles for Newsletter - Literacy Issues in Developing 
Countries
From Beatrice Quarshie Smith, cross-posted from the Pan-African 
Reading for All Conference group

Literacy Issues in Developing Countries is a special interest group 
of The International Reading Association. As editor of the SIG 
newsletter, I invite articles that are of interest to a wide range of 
audiences including researchers, classroom teachers, and teacher 
educators on issues related to literacy in the emerging global 
context. I am especially interested in creative, yet provocative 
reflections on critical issues about literacy instruction in non-western 
industrialized countries. Article Guidelines: Articles generally should 
not exceed 6-8 double-spaced, typed pages. APA style is preferred. 
Include a cover sheet with the author’s name, affiliation, position, 
preferred mailing address, telephone number(s), e-mail address, and 
FAX number. 

Please send articles to:
Beatrice Quarshie Smith: bbsmith@mtu.edu
Michigan Technological University
Department of Humanities
1400 Townsend Drive
Houghton, MI 49931-1295 USA

•••••••••••••••••••

New Journal Launches in Nigeria
From: Dr. Francis Ibe Mogu, University of Calabar 

LWATI: A Journal of Contemporary Research publishes new research 
from every aspect of the humanities and the social sciences. Papers 
arising from original research and case studies or forming significant 
reviews will be evaluated for publication. Submitted papers are 
subject to peer review by reputable researchers who are experts 
in the relevant fields. Our referees will evaluate the quality of 
research as well as the relevance and accessibility of a paper for an 
international audience. For more information about submitting a 
manuscript, please contact the Editor-in-chief at: lwatijo@yahoo.com 
or by mail: Dr. Francis Ibe Mogu, Department of English and Literary 
Studies, University of Calabar, PMB 1115, Calabar, Nigeria.

•••••••••••••••••••

New Publication from ReN Member Dave Roberts
Roberts, David (2010): “Exploring written ambiguities can help assess 
where to mark tone,” In Writing Systems Research, 1:2

Abstract: In certain tone languages, orthography stakeholders 
are open to the possibility of some kind of partial representation 

of tone. But how can the researcher know for sure which parts 
of the language need to be targeted for disambiguation? This 
paper proposes that analysis of written ambiguity can help to 
answer this question. It is a method involving three stages: the 
development of a homograph corpus, a frequency and distribution 
analysis of homographs in natural texts and a miscue analysis of 
oral reading performance. The method is applied to Kabiye (Gur, 
Togo), the standard orthography of which does not currently mark 
tone. The conditional clause is traced through each of these three 
stages, ending with a proposal for its modification. This method 
demonstrates the extent to which the Linguistics of Writing can 
enrich a debate that has long been dominated by utterance-based 
phonological analysis.

•••••••••••••••••••

October Member Profile:  Dr Beatrice Ekanjume, Lecturer & Head of 
Department, English Language and Literature, National University of 
Lesotho

Dr. Beatrice Ekanjume holds a PhD 
in African Languages and Linguistics 
from the University of Yaoundé, 
Cameroon. She has been teaching 
in the university for the past ten 
years, beginning with the University 
of Yaoundé where she taught as a 
graduate assistant from 2000-2003. 
She then moved to the University 
of Burundi as a lecturer, from 2003-
2007. She later joined the National 
University of Lesotho (NUL) from 
2007 to the present. She teaches 

phonetics/phonology, general linguistics, advanced grammar, 
advanced morphology and research methodology in the National 
University of Lesotho. In addition to her teaching, she has also 
served in administrative and other duties. At NUL, she is the Head 
of the English Department, a member of the University Senate, 
a member of the University Board of Development, a member 
of the Faculty of Humanities Executive Board, amongst others. 
Her major research interest lie in Phonology, African Linguistics, 
Sociolinguistics, Pragmatics and other related disciplines. She has 
published in Lagos Papers in English Studies, Journal of West African 
Languages, Itupale Online Journal of African Studies, NAWA Journal of 
Communication, with forthcoming publications in other journals. 
Samples of her recent publications include: “A Sociolinguistic Survey 
of the Use of SMS-Text Messages among NUL Staff.” NAWA Journal 
of Communication Vol. 3: No. 2; 2009; “Hiatus Resolution in Akoose: An 
OT Approach”. Lagos Papers in English Studies Vol. 5: 158 – 167, 2010.

•••••••••••••••••••
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New Publication on Student Self-Editing
From: Dr Daniel Kasule, University of Botswana

Kasule, D. & Lunga, V.B. (2010). “Attitudes of L2 Students towards Self-
editing Their Own Written Texts” Reading and Writing Journal 

Abstract: Recognizing students’ deliberate efforts to minimize 
errors in their written texts is valuable in seeing them as responsible 
active agents in text creation. This paper reports a brief survey of 
the attitudes towards self-editing of seventy university students 
using a questionnaire and class discussion. The context of the 
study is characterized by its emphasis on evaluating the finished 
written product. Findings show that students appreciate the role 
of self-editing in minimizing errors in their texts and that it helps in 
eventually producing well-written texts. Conceptualizing writing as 
discourse and therefore as social practice leads to an understanding 
of writers as socially-situated actors; repositions the student writer 
as an active agent in text creation; and is central to student-centred 
pedagogy. We recommend the recognition of self-editing as a vital 
element in the writing process and that additional error detection 
mechanisms namely peers, the lecturer, and the computer, increase 
student autonomy.  

Key words: self-editing; learner autonomy; feedback; learner-
centredness. 
For a copy of the article, contact KASULED@mopipi.ub.bw

Upcoming Conferences
What: A Reader, the Empowered Leader – The 7th Pan-
African Reading for All Conference
When: July 11-14, 2011
Where: Gabarone, Botswana
Summary: The purpose of the Pan-African Reading for All 
Conference(s) is to develop ways of translating “Education 

for All” into “Reading for All”.
Contact Information: dikobem@mopipi.ub.bw or Dr. Dan Kasule 
kasuled@mopipi.ub.bw
You can find the conference brochure under the ‘Files’ command 
on the conference website: http://groups.google.com/group/pan-
african-reading-for-all-conference/
You can also find it on the conference blog:  http://6thpanafricanrfa.
blogspot.com/
Organizers: Reading Association of Botswana (RAB), International 
Development Committee - Africa (IDC-A), and the International 
Reading Association (IRA)
Deadline for abstracts/proposals: December 31, 2010

What: 4th Annual International Conference on 
Literature, Languages & Linguistics
When: July 11-14, 2011
Where: Athens, Greece
Summary: Aims to bring together scholars and students 
of languages, literatures and linguistics. 

Contact Information: www.atiner.gr/literature.htm or email atiner@
atiner.gr
Organizers: The Athens Institute for Education and Research 
(AT.IN.E.R.)
Deadline for abstracts/proposals: December 20, 2011

•••••••••••••••••••

What: Methodology Workshop Series, Training the 
Trainers “Quantitative and Qualitative Methods in 
Social Science Research
When: November 22-26, 2010
Where: Dakar, Senegal
Summary: A 5-day research methodology course, in 

English and French, for lecturers in African universities
Contact Information: http://www.codesria.org/spip.
php?article982&lang=en
Organizers: Council for the Development of Social Science Research 
in Africa
Deadline for applications: October 15, 2010 

•••••••••••••••••••

What: eLearning Africa 2011: 6th pan-African 
conference on ICT for Development, Education and 
Training
When: May 25th - 27th, 2011
Where: Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
Summary: Africa’s largest conference on technology-

enhanced education and training, bringing together senior 
governmental decision-makers, leading international organizations, 
universities and companies
Contact Information: http://www.elearning-africa.com/  or email 
info@elearning-africa.com
Organizers: ICWE GmbH and ICWE Africa
Deadline for abstracts/proposals: Not announced. Check website for 
further information.

•••••••••••••••••••

What: Linguistics Association of SADC Universities 
(LASU) conference
When: May 9th- 11th, 2011
Where: University of Zambia, Lusaka, Zambia
Summary: This year’s conference theme is linguistic 
theory and language documentation: Innovations, 

successes and challenges; and includes a variety of sub-themes.
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Contact Information: Request the full call for proposals document 
- Mr. Stuart Hirst, Email: sbhirst@coppernet.zm, Telephone: 00 260 979 
323 069
Deadline for abstracts/proposals: January 30th, 2011

FOCUS on... West Africa

Language Practices and Values among Young People in Ghana
By Dr Jo Shoba, Edge Hill University

January 2010 saw the start of a three-year 
collaboration, funded under the British 
Academy UK-Africa Partnership Scheme, 
between Edge Hill University in the UK, and 
in Ghana the University of Ghana and the 
University of Education Winneba.  Under the 
title ‘Language Practices and Values among 
Young People in Ghana’, research focuses on 

bilingual codeswitching, on use of a distinctively Ghanaian English, 
and on the occurrence of the variety known as Student Pidgin.  
These research activities, involving doctoral students in the UK and 
in Ghana, are integrated into a broader strategy for knowledge 
exchange and capacity building across the partnership institutions, 
particularly curriculum development in postgraduate language 
research methods.  For further information about the project, please 
contact either of the Principal. Partners: Dr Jo Shoba shobajo@
edgehill.ac.uk , Professor Kari Dako karidako@gmail.com 

•••••••••••••••••••

New Paper: Literacy Conscientization in Mali 
The latest edition of Adult Education and Development (#74, 2010) 
features an article entitled,“Literacy Conscientization and the 
Emergence of a Critical Mass in the Mopti Region of Mali.”

From the Introduction: For several years, the stock of information 
on literacy methods has been greatly enriched in Mali with the 
promotion of various educational courses in several villages. The 
knowledge produced on training and learning has been particularly 
useful in the development of national programs such as DNAFLA 
responsible for supporting literacy programs. After 1991, along with 
the democratic changes, other methods and strategies of education 
and training have emerged. Various training methods in relation 
to innovation ensued in the area: Literacy conscientization (i.e.: 
“consciousness raising” and “critical consciousness”) advocated by 
the NGO ÉVEIL (awakening), is a method of convergent teaching and 
support to centers of education for development.

In 1988 the NGO ÉVEIL (operator for development in the region of 
Mopti in Mali) started a project of civic education and governance. 
Here is where a new approach emerged: Literacy conscientization 
based on the vision of Paolo Freire and the REFLECT method…. 
Read the full article here: http://www.iiz-dvv.de/index.php?article_
id=1078&clang=1

FOCUS on... Francophone Africa

New Publication: Numéro spécial des 
AFRIQUE DE L’OUEST: Lutter contre les taux d’alphabétisation 
les plus faibles du monde IRIN

DAKAR - L’Afrique de l’Ouest affiche les taux d’analphabétisme 
les plus élevés au monde, qui entravent son développement et 
privent ses citoyens du pouvoir d’impulser des changements 
socioéconomiques et politiques, selon les organismes éducatifs, qui 

appellent les gouvernements et les bailleurs 
à redoubler d’efforts dans le domaine de 
l’alphabétisation et de l’éducation. 

Soixante-cinq millions d’adultes ouest-
africains – soit 40 pour cent de la population 
adulte - ne savent ni lire, ni écrire, selon 
une nouvelle étude, intitulée « From closed 
books to open doors – West Africa’s literacy 

challenge » [Des livres fermés aux portes ouvertes – Le défi de 
l’alphabétisation en Afrique de l’Ouest]… Accedez l’article complète 
ici : http://www.irinnews.org/fr/ReportFrench.aspx?ReportID=84101

•••••••••••••••••••

Le Débat eLearning Africa : l’Afrique Doit-Elle Continuer à 
Investir dans les TIC ?
Par Talent Ng’andwe (Réproduit de : http://www.elearning-africa.com/
newsportal/english/news255_french.php)

En Afrique, la tendance actuelle est à l’investissement massif dans 
les Technologies de l’Information et de la Communication (TIC), 
sous l’impulsion de décideurs politiques qui soutiennent une 
réforme complète de la réglementation des TIC. De nombreux 
leaders africains ont pris conscience que la technologie a un 
rôle à jouer pour tout développement économique significatif. 
Cependant, le flux apparemment sans fin d’investissements dans 
ce secteur a connu un ralentissement l’année dernière en raison 
du renversement de la conjoncture économique, qui a obligé de 
nombreux pays d’Afrique à réduire leurs dépenses dans ce secteur 
et à donner la priorité aux problématiques les plus urgentes. La 
question de savoir si l’Afrique doit continuer à investir dans les TIC 
a été soulevée lors du débat de la conférence eLearning qui s’est 
tenue cette année à Lusaka, capitale de la Zambie. 

Le débat, présidé par l’ancien parlementaire britannique Dr Harold 
Elletson, de la New Security Foundation du Royaume-Uni, et par 
Dr Katherine Getao de NEPAD, s’est tenu le dernier jour de la 
conférence et portait sur la motion suivante : 
« En dépit de la crise financière mondiale, l’Afrique doit continuer à 
investir dans les TIC pour l’éducation, et l’informatique 1/1 fournit la 
solution informatique la plus abordable et riche en contenu éducatif. 
»
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 Les deux panels d’intervenants comprenaient, du côté des partisans 
de la motion, Richard Niyonkuru, Conseiller en suivi et éducation 
pour les projets de TIC pour le Ministère rwandais de l’éducation, et 
David Cavallo, Vice-président en charge de l’éducation pour le projet 
One Laptop per Child, États-Unis, et du côté de l’opposition, Alex 
Twinomugisha, Global e-Schools and Communities Initiative (GeSCI), 
Kenya, et Anthony Bloome, USAID, États-Unis.
Dans son discours d’ouverture, Richard Niyonkuru a affirmé que 
l’Afrique devait continuer à investir dans les technologies de 
l’éducation. 
« Les TIC sont des opportunités pour la vie qui frappent à la porte de 
l’Afrique, et en tant que continent nous ne devrions pas rater cette 
opportunité », a-t-il déclaré avant de poursuivre en expliquant que 
les TIC dans l’éducation ne devaient pas être considérées comme un 
luxe, comme cela a été le cas par le passé, mais comme des produits 
de base ou des biens publics, puisqu’elles permettent d’engranger 
les bénéfices de la révolution de l’information.
Le public a soutenu son argument selon lequel dans le domaine 
des TIC pour l’éducation, l’accent ne devait pas être mis sur les 
ordinateurs et les logiciels déployés dans les écoles, mais bien plutôt 
sur une révolution et une reconfiguration des systèmes éducatifs 
pour qu’ils offrent un service à la nouvelle société. 
Son opinion était partagée par David Cavallo, et selon lui, le 
système éducatif africain nécessite des technologies appropriées 
compatibles avec sa culture et son environnement.  À l’amusement 
du public, Alex Twinomugisha est intervenu pour dire que nous 
n’avions pas besoin d’investissements massifs dans les technologies 
s’ils devaient se faire aux dépens de la qualité du réseau routier, 
de l’approvisionnement énergétique et de la lutte contre les 
maladies comme le VIH/SIDA. « Nous sommes arrivés jusqu’ici sans 
technologie, nous avons prouvé que nous pouvions atteindre nos 
objectifs éducatifs sans technologie », a-t-il déclaré. 
Alex Twinomugisha a affirmé que l’Afrique devait se concentrer sur 
les solutions individuelles pour les enseignants, qui sont essentiels 
pour le développement de l’éducation. Selon lui, le développement 
des enseignants est crucial. Anthony Bloome est allé dans le sens 
des propos d’Alex Twinomugisha, expliquant qu’à ce stade, alors 
que l’Afrique peine à se remettre du ralentissement économique 
mondial, les investissements dans les TIC étaient impraticables et 
très coûteux. « J’ai peur que sans des efforts de réforme accrus, les 
initiatives de TIC pour l’éducation ne dépassent pas le stade de 
projets pilotes et ne soient pas intégrées plus largement, de sorte 
que les mesures pour l’éducation ne bénéficieront pas du soutien 
dont elles ont besoin », a-t-il affirmé. 
Toutefois, de tels investissements dans l’éducation, s’ils sont 
réalisés, doivent être faits dans le contexte de réformes éducatives 
visant à une amélioration significative en termes de politiques, de 
développement des cursus, de développement professionnel des 
enseignants et des gestionnaires et de priorité donnée à la réussite 
des étudiants.

 Le débat s’est intensifié lorsque des membres du public ont pu 
exprimer leurs opinions. Nous avons pu assister à des confrontations 
passionnées et à quelques échanges tendus. Bernard Appiah, de 
l’International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications, 
États-Unis, a accusé les principaux acteurs des secteurs des TIC de se 
débarrasser de leurs technologies en Afrique. James Uhomoibhi, du 
Royaume-Uni, lui a répondu qu’il ne fallait pas représenter toutes les 
technologies comme négatives pour l’Afrique. Il a cité des exemples 
de technologies de téléphonie mobile qui ont contribué à améliorer 
l’éducation dans le secteur de la santé en Afrique. 
En conclusion, les tenants de la motion n’ont pas réussi à convaincre 
le public du rôle que les TIC avaient à jouer dans l’amélioration de 
l’éducation en Afrique, ni à expliquer de manière adéquate les coûts 
liés à l’introduction de la technologie. 
Les opposants à la motion ont rapidement saisi cet avantage et tiré 
parti de ces faiblesses.  
M. Elletson, le Président, a appelé à voter à main levée pour ou contre 
la motion. L’opposition est sortie vainqueur de ce débat avec la 
majorité des voix. 
Les contributions 
francophones nous 
ont fait vraiment 
plaisir. Veuillez 
soumettre votre 
contribution pour le 
prochain numéro, soit 
un rapport sur votre 
recherche ou une 
conférence, soit une 
critique d’une oeuvre 
française. Veuillez aussi 
inviter des collègues 
francophones de joindre notre reseau.
-- Votre coordinatrice régionale

•••••••••••••••••••

Colloque international : Juin 2011 
Les contextes éducatifs plurilingues et francophones hors de la 
France continentale : entre héritage et innovation. Université de 
Nantes, France, 16-18 juin 2011
Ce colloque international est organisé par les membres de l’axe 
Education et plurilinguismes : mises en perspective historiques 
et sociales du Projet régional des Pays de la Loire, PLURI-L.  Ce 
projet réunit des chercheurs de disciplines diverses des trois 
pôles universitaires, Angers, Le Mans et Nantes, qui contribuent 
au renouvellement des conceptions et pratiques en matière 
d’enseignement et d’apprentissage de langues. La date limite pour 
proposer une communication est le 21 novembre 2010.  Pour plus 
d’infos: http://www.projetpluri-l.org/cepfhi ou ici
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FOCUS on... Southern Africa 

Professional Association English Teachers 
formed in South Africa’s Eastern Cape 
Province
By Laurence Wright

‘Networking’, a conference for English teachers 
in the Eastern Province of South Africa held at Rhodes University 
(9-11 April 2010), saw the launch of a new professional association 
of English teachers. The event was attended by some 150 teachers, 
district managers, subject advisors and librarians. The aim of the 
newly formed Eastern Cape English Educators Association, which is 
open to all teachers in the province, is to enhance the professional 
standing of English teachers, to offer ongoing access to cutting 
edge educational research, and provide a forum in which discipline-
specific challenges can be confronted and solutions shared. It is 
hoped the Association will spearhead a broad resuscitation and 
renovation of quality language teaching in the province after the 
devastations of apartheid.

The Association has grown from the in-service education programs 
offered by the Institute for the Study of English in Africa (ISEA) at 
Rhodes University, in partnership with the Eastern Cape Department 
of Education and the ZENEX Foundation. A key feature of these 
programs is the emphasis on substantial in-school support (and in 
a province the size of the Eastern Cape this presents a considerable 
challenge) and the promotion of clusters within school Districts 
to enhance opportunities for networking. The Association was 
launched with a nucleus of teachers who had been through the 
Institute’s Advanced Certificate of Education and B.Ed programs over 
the past eight years. It was widely felt among these teachers that the 
bonds of friendship, collegiality and professional cooperation forged 
during their in-service contact sessions needed to be preserved and 
developed. To this end, a working party was established to see to the 
formation of the province-wide professional association, open to 
English teachers at all levels. On the final day of the conference, the 
Association’s Constitution was adopted and an inaugural Provincial 
Council was elected. The Association plans a biennial conference, a 
regular newsletter, and occasional workshops.

Further information is available from the Association’s Secretary, Dr. 
Monica Hendricks (m.hendricks@ru.ac.za).

•••••••••••••••••••

Profile: Centre for Adult Education, South Africa
The Centre for Adult Education is part of the Faculty of Education, 
University of KwaZulu-Natal. It has offices on the Pietermaritzburg 
campus, and at the Howard College campus in Durban. The primary 
focus of CAE has been on adult basic education, community 
education and development, and continuing education, including 

non-formal and formal courses, research, policy development, and 
the development of materials to support adult learning. 
Recent years have seen an expansion and consolidation of the 
formal courses offered by CAE through the faculty, particularly the 
National Professional Diploma in Education: Vocational Training 
(NPDE:VT), the Certificate in Education: Participatory Development 
(CEPD), and a range of postgraduate qualifications offered to 
professionals in the adult education field. However non-formal 
work and community engagement remain at the heart of CAE’s 
existence, in areas such as peace education, civic and organizational 
development, research and materials development.  

The CAE makes available several valuable free resources on their 
website for adult education, a weekly newspaper (good for simple 
English), and a Zulu mother tongue literacy course (Asifunde!), 
among other resources. Visit it at: http://cae.ukzn.ac.za/Homepage.
aspx or contact Sandra Land: Land@ukzn.ac.za

FOCUS on.... East Africa 

Research in Progress: Study on Teacher 
Preparation in Kenya
By Dr Grace W. Bunyi PhD. Kenyatta 
University

The teacher preparation study conducted 
by researchers from Kenyatta University 
is investigating how teacher trainees 
learn to teach reading and mathematics, 

and how they translate the knowledge and skills gained into 
productive learning experiences for early learners in the subjects. 
More specifically, the study is addressing the following research 
questions: (1) how are teacher trainees prepared to teach reading 
and mathematics in the early grades? (2) How do trainee teachers 
develop their understanding of teaching reading and mathematics 
to early grade students? (3) How does this differ from the 
knowledge, understanding and practice of experienced teachers 
who have been on in-service programmes? (4) What is the nature of 
the gap between each group of respondents in terms of knowledge, 
understanding and practice (KUP) and practice, pedagogical content 
and knowledge (PCK)?

So far, the research team has conducted a survey in Teacher Training 
Colleges (TTCs) in both rural and urban locations. In addition, in TTCs, 
the team has observed lessons, interviewed tutors and conducted 
focus group discussions with teacher trainees. Currently, qualitative 
data collection in primary schools is going on. The team is observing 
reading in English and mathematics lessons in the first three years of 
primary school and interviewing both newly qualified teachers and 
experienced teachers who have undergone in-service training.
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The study is part of a six African countries’ study – Teacher 
Preparation in Africa (TPA) - coordinated by the University of Sussex, 
UK. The six countries are Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania in East Africa 
and, Ghana, Mali and Senegal in West Africa. 

•••••••••••••••••••

News & Opinion: Ethiopia - Education or Indoctrination?
By Alemayehu G. Mariam

A new directive from Ethiopia’s Ministry of Education effectively 
outlaws distance learning and creates a monopoly for state-
controlled universities to administer the disciplines of law and 
teaching, writes Alemayehu G. Mariam. While the official reason 
given for the sudden change in policy is concern for educational 
quality, Mariam hypothesises that it will enable the regime ‘to 
control two of the most important professions that have the 
greatest impact on the lives of the people’. Read the full article here: 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/66804

Research Corner
NNEST Blog Profiles TESOL Scholars Monthly
The Non-Native English Speakers in TESOL (NNEST) of the Month 
Blog profiles diverse scholars monthly, both non-native and native 
English speakers who share an interests in NNEST, teaching and 
World Englishes. The blog administrators explain, “our guests are 
just like you: graduate students, novice instructors or experienced 
teachers with sound reputation in teaching ESL/EFL or applied 
linguistics field.” Readers are invited to leave comments, and to 
join the NNEST professional organization at nnest.asu.edu. The 
December 2010 NNEST is Bonny Norton, the September 2010 is 
Isabela Villas Boas, August is Shondel Nero, July is Carmen T. Chacón, 
June is Vivian Cook, and May is Lisya Seloni. For these and other 
previously profiled scholars, visit: http://nnesintesol.blogspot.com/

•••••••••••••••••••

Libraries, literacy and poverty reduction: A key to African 
development 
In 2006, Book Aid International commissioned a research paper, 
with sponsorship from the Commonwealth Foundation, to look 
at libraries in Africa and their role in development. The report was 
researched by Professor Kingo Mchombu of the University of 
Namibia and Nicola Cadbury of Book Aid International. Excerpt 
from the preface: The role that libraries in Africa could play in 
reducing poverty has not been sufficiently recognised and hence 
the necessary policy developments and investment in the library 
network have not yet been made. Policy makers and donors, 
recognising the link between poverty reduction and literacy, have 
given centre stage to textbooks in policies to increase literacy and 
student achievement levels. Yet textbooks are the beginning of the 

solution, not the complete answer. Libraries sustain literacy and do 
so on a reuse basis providing a cost-effective means of support for a 
whole community of readers who seek information for tackling their 
own problems.  This paper, written by a respected and experienced 
African educator and librarian, points the way ahead for Africa with 
affordable and achievable library strategies to enable the poorest 
communities to participate in their own development. Read the 
full report here: www.bookaid.org/Libraries_Literacy_Poverty_
Reduction.pdf

Tell us about your research! Send us a short profile (one paragraph) of 
the research you are undertaking on language or literacy education in 
Africa by February 1st, 2011 for inclusion in our next issue. 

In the Field
New Figures on Aid to Education 
UNESCO Update: According to new analysis by the Global 
Monitoring Report team, in 2008 global aid spending on basic 

education remained unchanged at US$4.7 
billion.

•••••••••••••••••••

Update from Global Campaign for 
Education
The Canadian Global Campaign for 
Education has released its Annual Report 

summarizing activities for 2009-2010. It was an exciting year for the 
coalition members, with much achieved through collective action 
in support of Education for All. Access the report here: http://www.
cgce.ca/storage/CGCE%20Annual%20Report%202009-2010.pdf
For more information about the Campaign, contact Natalie Poulson, 
National Coordinator: npoulson@cgce.ca

•••••••••••••••••••

UNESCO Literacy Prizes 
UNESCO International Literacy Prizes this year went to projects in 
Cape Verde, Egypt, Germany and Nepal, with projects in Colombia 
and Malawi receiving Honourable Mentions. The Prizes are awarded 
every year in recognition of excellence and innovation in literacy 
throughout the world. Complying with the United Nations Literacy 
Decade (UNLD) thematic calendar, the theme for this year’s Prizes 
is “Literacy and Women’s Empowerment”. The award ceremony 
took place at UNESCO in Paris on the occasion of the celebration of 
International Literacy Day, 8 September 2010. Each prize is worth 
US $20,000, a medal and a diploma. Read about the prize-winning 
projects here: http://www.unesco.org/en/literacy/literacy-prizes/
winners-2010/
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What’s New in Technology
Recommended Resource: Observatory on ICTs in Education
Online Tools on the Impact of ICT in Education

From April 27-28, the second Impact of ICT in Education conference 
took place in Brasilia. As a legacy from this event, there is a wealth of 
resources on the event’s website, accessible in English, Spanish and 
Portuguese, related to building knowledge, sharing experiences, 
and promoting dialogue on the effective use of ICTs in educational 
processes. The site has a discussion and announcements forum, as 
well as the conference report. Most tools require registration (free) to 
access. Select your language, create an account and sign up at:
http://groups.comminit.com/ict4education

•••••••••••••••••••

Technological Innovations at eLearning Africa 2010

The eLearning Africa conference has wrapped up for another 
year, taking place this May in Lusaka, 
Gambia. You can view photos from the 
conference in eLearning Africa’s online 
gallery: http://www.elearning-africa.com/
media-library_galleries_2010.php
The conference organizers report that 
the annual conference “has once more 
proved to be a hub for information on 

how innovative technology can advance the cause of education for 
all. This year’s conference in Lusaka, Zambia, saw the launch of a new 
rugged “classmate PC” for school children, featured cost-effective, 
multi-user computing models and showed how hospitals in 
Tanzania are using “digital pens” capable of automatically converting 
handwriting into patient files.” Read more about technological 
innovations at the event here: http://www.elearning-africa.com/
newsportal/english/news250.php 

Publications, Resources and Tools
Pambazuka Press: Pan-African News and Publishing for 
Freedom and Justice
Pambazuka Press is a self-described progressive pan-African 
publishing house, which also runs Pambazuka News, available 
in English, French and Portuguese, an online news service and 
weekly web-based newsletter. Pambazuka is focused on social 
justice movements and news, and issues covered range from 
education, history, culture, writing, labour, governance, gender, 
environmentalism, and more. They have an African Writers’ Corner, 
‘Bloggin Africa’ section, a section on Books and Arts, and on 
technology. Their mission statement is, “Through the voices of 
the peoples of Africa and the global South, Pambazuka Press and 

Pambazuka News disseminate analysis and debate on the struggle 
for freedom and justice.”
Check out the latest newsletter, book launches and more:
http://www.pambazuka.org

Call for Submissions - Hip Hop and the Literary
African American Review solicits articles applying the tools of literary 
theory and criticism to hip hop artistry. Much early and important 
hip hop scholarship has taken a sociohistorical and documentary 
approach to the genre, with more recent work beginning to attend, 
br3oadly, to aesthetics. Apart from a few notable exceptions, 
however, such scholarship has seen limited intervention at the 
level of language, lyric, story, or myth. Yet if we acknowledge hip 
hop as always already a verbally constructed space, both a spoken 
performance and an (un)written representation of the lyricist’s 
vision, then the application of literary analysis to hip hop and its 
fictions seems both appropriate and necessary. Indeed, approaching 
the music from a literary perspective may lead to a more nuanced 
understanding of both form and content, allowing us better to 
consider hip hop’s imaginative properties, the ways that rap invites 
artist and listener alike to explore interpretive possibilities that 
exist beyond the limited borders of “reality.” Inquiries and queries 
encouraged. E-mail completed essays (not to exceed 8,500 words) 
by 31 December 2010 to AAR’s guest editor, Candice M. Jenkins:  
cjenki@hunter.cuny.edu.  See complete guidelines here: 
http://aar.slu.edu/announce.html 

Discussion Paper on Disability and Language
From: Els Heijnen-Maathuis, Senior Education Advisor, SNV Uganda
ADD International, a UK-based development agency, supports 
organizations of disabled people in Africa and Asia to influence 
policy and practice to end social exclusion and poverty. ADD works 
from a human rights perspective and since 1985 has played a 
key role in facilitating disabled people to come together to make 
decisions about their own lives and to campaign for their rights; 
basic rights that most people take for granted such as family 
life, means of earning a living, education, basic healthcare and 
respect from other members of the community. In August 2010, 
ADD published Shikuku Obosi’s discussion paper, “Disability-
friendly language: human rights imperative or game of linguistic 
leapfrog?” Access the paper here: www.add.org.uk/downloads/
LanguageAndDisability.pdf


